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This journal, Langstroth’s handwritten observations, notes and sketches on bees, was 
composed in an 1834 edition of John Todd's Index Rerum with additional pages 
inserted. Todd’s introduction and directions presented at the beginning of this journal 
are highly recommended reading, as Langstroth followed and sometimes strayed 
from the prescribed organizational scheme. 


Todd’s method stated that entries were to be listed based on the first letter of the 
topic followed by the first vowel encountered. For example, “Drones” is entered 
under “D 0”; “Hive” is under “H i” and so forth. From time to time Langstroth’s 
writings on a topic extend across two pages, left to right. Occasionally his thoughts 
run for many pages, which necessitated inserting blank pages to capture his ideas. At 
times he used his journal to record thoughts for his sermons as topics freely 
intermingled with his bee observations. Daily weather notes, sketches, diagrams, 
sales figures for hives and other goods are also present. 


Multiple instances of varying page numberings appear throughout the journal, 
probably added by librarians, archivists or researchers over the years. During the 
process of creating structural metadata for online viewing the page numbers 
described in the metadata were only those identified as being from Langstroth's own 
handwriting. All other page numbering has been ignored. 


Although it is unclear if they knew each other, Langstroth (1810-1895) and Todd 
(1800-1873) were both Yale graduates, each were Congregationalist preachers in 
Massachusetts and both lived in Philadelphia at various times. According to his 
autobiography, John Todd, The Story of his Life told mainly by himself (New Y ork: 
Harper & Brothers, 1876), Todd was also an amateur beekeeper. 


A partial transcript of Langstroth’s journal is in the Phillips Beekeeping Collection 


of the Albert R. Mann Library, Cornell. 


Michael Cook 
Ithaca, NY 
March 2020 


Cornell University is an equal opportunity, affirmative action educator and employer. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


‘Tuer plan of the following sheets grew out of the author’s own wants, 
and his repeated attempts to supply these wants. Its utility has been tested 
by his own experience. In conversation with gentlemen of different profes- 
sions, to whom he has shewn his own Index, there has been but one opinion 
expressed, a strong approbation of the plan, and an earnest wish that it may 
become the property of every student. Its only claim is, that it will aid the 
diligent student, and if perseveringly followed, it will at the end of a very 
few years, place a fund of knowledge at his ready command, which no money 
can purchase. 


Should any one procure this Book with the expectation that it will super- 
sede labor and study, he will be deservedly disappointed. No plans or 
inventions can ever do that. But if he hopes it will, with a very moderate 
share of time and labor spent upon it, yield him a great reward, I think I 
may ventuge to promise that he will not be disappointed. 


The Common-place Book of Locke is the only one that has come into 
much notice; and if that has, it is not owing to any intrinsic merit which it 
possesses, but to its bearing his own great name, and professing to be the re- 
sult of his experience. But neither that nor any other Common-place Book 
which I have ever seen, will either come into any thing like extensive use, 
or be of any essential advantage to the student, and the man of literary habits, 
The reason is perfectly obvious to any one who has tried to use them for any 
length of time. ‘They require too much time, and too much labor. Every 
thing that is saved must be copied out in full, and then noted also in the 
Index. Few have the time, and fewer still the patience to do this. Books 
are so common, and so constantly multiplying, that few have the courage to 
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undertake to make extracts, and to copy what is really valuable. I have seen 
multitudes of such books commenced, but have seen but very few which 
were not abandoned at an early hour. 


Every one is aware that we frequently want the thoughts, or the materials 
of thought with which we have met in books which we have read, but which, 
though now sought after in every corner of the memory, are not to be found. 
Their faint impressions are seen, dim, like the ghosts of Ossian, but too dis- 
tant and too undefined, to be of any use. Nor can we recollect the books in 
which we met them. We frequently too, wish to recall a fact, or a striking 
passage, or a valuable discussion, but the memory is tasked in vain. Few 
are aware, unless they have bestowed particular thought on the subject, how 
much of all our valuable reading is lost, because we retain only faint impres- 
sions of it, and have no method of recalling it. 


Let a young man when he begins life, be in the habit of making an Index 
to all that he reads which is truly valuable, (and he ought to read nothing 
else,) and at the age of thirty-five or forty, he has something of his own, and 
which no price could purchase. Many would think hundreds of dollars well 
_ spent, could they purchase what they have thrown away ; and what each one 
might most easily save for himself; and to aid in saving which, this Book is 
prepared. 


One of the most distinguished and accomplished scholars of whom this or 
any other country can boast,* makes the following remarks ; “ Old-fashioned 
economists will tell you never to pass an old nail, or an old horse-shoe, or 
buckle, or even a pin, without taking it up; because although you may not 
want it now, you will find a use for it some time or other. I say the same 
thing to you with regard to knowledge. However useless it may appear to 
you, at the moment, seize upon all that is fairly within your reach. For 
there is not a fact, within the whole circle of human observation, nor even a 
fugitive anecdote that you read in a newspaper, or hear in conversation, that 
will not come in play, some time or other: and occasions will arise when 
they will, involuntarily, present their dim shadows in the train of your think- 


* WituiaAmM Wirt, 
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ing and reasoning, as belonging to that train, and you will regret that you 
cannot recall them more distinctly.” 


This is certainly a valuable thought, and a valuable opinion of a great man. 
It is appropriate to my subject and design. I read it some two or three 
years since. And now, how am [ to recall it, when needed? I cannot copy 
out all such valuable thoughts with which I meet; and it is in vain to com- 
mand the memory to retain them. Making extracts with the pen is so tedi- 
ous, that the very name of a Common-place Book is associated with drudge- 
ry, and wearisomeness. But by the Index which I make out, I can preserve 
this, or any other extract which I wish, and that readily. 


Some may think I have done little to aid them, by laying out the work of 
years. I might indeed, have published my own Index Rerum, and it would 
probably have been acceptable to some in my own profession. But it would 
be of but little value to any one of another profession. Every man ought to 
make out his own Index, according to his profession, employments, habits of 
reading and thinking. An Index filled out, if confined to one profession, or 
one kind of reading, would be too contracted for general use; and if it em- 
braced the whole circle of reading, it would be too voluminous. 


Some may hesitate about commencing sucha Book, since their youth is 
past, and the day in which to lay up knowledge seems also to be past. Such, 
however, have special need of the aid here offered, and will receive special 
benefit from it, because, it is never too late to read to advantage, and because 
knowledge, like the seed of the fruit-tree which you put into the ground to- 
day, will yield its fruits soon; and because also, memory, as life advances, 
becomes more treacherous, and needs something to assist it. I feel confident 
that the plan is as well adapted to those who have lived past their youth, as 
to any other class. 


The idea of publishing blank sheets is not very cheering to the fame of 
authorship ; but mortified pride may have this consoling reflection, that many 
who fill out their sheets, had better have left them blank; and that each one 
can fill out this book more to his own satisfaction and benefit, than the most 
gifted mind could do for him. 
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DIRECTIONS FOR USING THIS INDEX. 


1. Read nothing which is not worth remembering, and which you may not wish hereafter to re- 
view. Have your Index at hand, and when you meet with any thing of interest, just note it down, 
the subject, the Book, and the page, and any word designating its qualities, which you may please, 
according to the method hereafter described. ‘The Index should be your constant companion when 


you read. 


2. Make your Index according to subjects as much as possible, selecting that word which conveys 
the best idea of the subject. 


3. You will find the Index ruled with blue ink, with a wide margin on the left hand of each page. 
The margin is to contain the word selected as a guide to the subject noted down. On the corners 
of the page, you will find the letters of the alphabet (capitals) and in the centre, the first five vowels, 


a.e.i.o.u. Each letter of the alphabet has two pages to each of the vowels, and of course, each 


ry a a si “alg = 


letter has ten pages. 


4, When you read any thing which you may hereafter need, place the principal word in the mar- 


gin, under the first letter in that word, and the first vowel in it. I will here give some examples as 
they stand in my own Index. Suppose I wish to note something relating to America. I turn to A. 


and the vowel e. because A. is the first letter, and e. is the first vowel—thus : 


AMERICA, supposed to be known in the time of Homer: Thomas’ Hist. Print. vol. 1. p. 20. 
ATHEISM, of France, picture of : Schlegel’s Lect. v.2. p. 199. 


Braprorp, Governor, notice of : Am. Quart. Rev. v. 2. p. 497. 
this under B. a. 


BrovueHuam, graphic and powerful description of : Port. Rhet. Reader, p. 248. 


CLINTON, De Witt, Memoir of, &c. (good) Am. Quart. Rev. v. 5. p. 475. 
this under C. i. 


CHRISTIAN, religion, services rendered to mankind : Chateaub. Beaut. Christianity, p. 453. 
DanieEL, analysis of the book of: Con. Ev. Mag. v. 4. p. 46. 
this under D. a. 


Dirricunties, | of our probation considered: Butler’s Anal. part 1. ch. 4. 
Destruction, | of Jerusalem, accurately described : Smith’s view of the Hebs. Chap. 1. 


ELoquENcE, remarks upon, (good) Goldsmith’s Bee, p. 173. 

this under E. o. 
ENGLIsH, composition, examples of its steady improvement: Irv. Elem. Comp. p. 206. 
ELoquEnt, remarks on slavery : Cunningham’s World without Souls. p. 87. 





FACULTIES, 


FREDERIC, 


GRIESBACH’S, 


GENTLENESS, 


Horrors, 


Hirro, 


Hume & Fintey, 


INDIANS, 


IMPORTANCE, 


Jews, 


JESUIT, 


Jos, 
KNOWLEDGE, 


LrpyarD, 


LANGUAGES, 


Memory, 


Morauity, 


NIAGARA, 


NovELs, 


ORIGINAL, 


Ope, - 


Press, 
PARABLE, 


PRINCESS, 
QuESTIONS, 


REFLECTIONS, 
Rosse, - 


RELIGION, 


+ 


of man, distinguished from those of the brute : Coleridge’s Friend, p. 190. 
this under F. a. 


the Great—instances of severity and ingratitude: Buck’s Works, v. 4. p. 225. 


New Test. remarks on: Ch. Spec. vol. 5. p. 187. 
under G. i. 


beautiful example of its power: Mem. of Martyn, part 2. Oct. 20. p. 197. 


of conscience, a powerful conception of : Shak. Rich. III. Clarence’s Dream. 
under H. o. 


of Syracuse, remarkable answer to, concerning the nature of God: Cicero de nat. 
[Deor. L. 1. 


their death compared, (powerful and beautiful, by Dr. Mason.) Panoplist v. 4. p. 
[241. & Ch. Magazine. 
Pequot, beautiful description of the war with: Trumb. Hist. Con. vol. 1. chap. 5. 
under I. i. 
of Christianity to the world: Butler’s Anal. p. 155. 


some black found in India: Buchanan’s Res. p. 255. 

J. Gs 
missions, glowing and partial description of : Chateaub. Beaut. Chris. book 4. p. 413. 
the Book of, investigated: Lowth’s Heb. Poet. Lect. 33 & 34. 


no power to sanctify the heart, (good) Bp. Atterbury’s Ser. vol. 2. ser. 2. 


his beautiful eulogy on women: Am. Quart. Rev. vol. 3. p. 103. 
origin of, mod. European : Schlegel’s Lect. v. 1. p. 273. 


remarkable example of in a painter: Abercrombie’s Intel. Pow. p. 112. 
of deism, fair specimen of: Buck’s Works, v. 5. p. 206. 


falls, short and good description of, by Beecher : Ch. Spee. vol. 3. p. 463. 
proof of degeneracy in religion: Wilberforce’s View, p. 230. 


languages, use, and best mode of studying: Diss. Trans. by Stuart, & notes, (good.) 
the Hebrew, great beauty of: Lowth’s Heb. Poet. Lect. 25. 


method of correcting the proofs of: Bigelow’s Tech. p. 64. 
of Jotham, Judg. 9. 15. delightful exposition of : Stuart’s Heb. Chrestom. p. 234. 
Charlotte, sermon on her death, (sublime and eloquent) Hall’s Works, vol. 1. p. 179. 


for thought and study: Appendix to this Book, p. 25. 


on the results of the Infidelity of France: Dick on Imp. Soc. p. 439. 
morbid imagination of : Stewart on the Mind, v. 1. p. 277. 
christian, short and unanswerable arguments for: Leslie’s Deism, passim. 
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SEIGE, of Jerusalem by the crusaders, awfully cruel and bloody: James’ Hist. Crus. p. 170. 
SABBATH, common modes of unhallowing: Wilberforce’s View, p. 123. 
¢¢ 


probably lost during the bondage of Egypt: Wilson on Sab. p. 116. 
Socrates’ & | Christ’s doctrines compared, (weak and puerile) Jeff. Writ. v. 3. p. 507. 


Tooke, John—frugality while a student: Am. Quart. Rev. vol. 5. p. 391. 

TRIFLING, a most beautiful specimen of: Cowp. Corres. p. 171. dat. Nov. 30, 1783. 

Unity, of the God-head, fine argument for: Yates’ Vindication, p. 58. 

UNIVERSAL, salvation, Lectures, condensed and good: Appleton’s Lects. Lect. 21, 22, 23. Ed- 
[wards against Chauncey, passim; (unanswerable.) 

Varro, beautiful Letter to, from Cicero: Cic. Epist. Lib. 9. Ep. 2. 

VoLuPTATE, et temperantia de, Socratatis disputatio: Xen. Memorab. Lib. 3. cap 1. 

Wor.p, to be renewed and its material parts to be immortal : Chalmers’ Sermons, ser. 7. 


WitBerrorce, | character as a speaker: Port. Rhet. Reader, p. 250. 





XyYLOcHARTION, | or bark-paper, description of : Am. Quart. Rev. Vol. 2. 





Youne, men, importance of : Hawes’ Lect. Lect. 1. 
ZALEUcUs, his propitiation for the adultery of his son: Fuller’s Works, vol. 2. p. 808. 
I have here copied at random one or. more specimens under each letter. ‘The selection might, of 


course, be carried to a much greater extent, but these examples are sufficient to shew the design and 
method of using this Index. No language can describe the value of such an Index, after it has been 
growing under the hand of a diligent student for some years. To such I now commend it, hoping 
and believing that they will find it answering its sole design, which is, to aid them in preparing for 
usefulness. At the close of the Index is an Appendix which can be used as each one pleases ; per- 


haps for the purpose of recording such facts as are not likely to be met with again. 


Northampton, Dec. 1, 1838. 
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